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Candidates share their thoughts 


Wilbraham town 
elections: 
Candidate Q&A 


By the Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times newsroom 


WILBRAHAM —- On May 
10, Wilbraham will be holding 
its annual town elections. There 
will be three contested races on 
the ballot: Board of Selectmen, 
town moderator and School 
Committee. We sent the same 
questions to all candidates in 
contested seats and are sharing 
them this week with readers. 


Board of Selectmen 
There are two. candidates 
for one, three-year term on the 
Wilbraham Board of Selectmen: 


John Broderick, a democrat, and 


Theresa Goodrich, a republican. 


John M. Broderick, Jr., 57, 


Tax Accountant — semi-retired 


Previous experience in town 
government? 


Current appointments: Com- 


munity Pres- 
ervation 
Committee 
- Chairman, . j 
Solid Waste (ha _ 

Advisory . |= 
Committee 
- Chairman, 
Previous 
service: By- 
Law Study 


Committee John Broderick, Jr. 
- Chairman, 


Vice-Chairman; Retiree Health 
Benefits Liability Committee - 


Resident demands that 
the music stop 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN -— A disgrun- 
tled resident on Colony Drive 
is demanding that his neighbor 
stop blasting loud music. Har- 
vey Smith voiced his complaint 
to the Hampden Selectboard 
during its April 26 meeting. 

“We have an inconsiderate 
neighbor, who retired last year, 
and decided to start playing 
amplified music outside on his 
deck every good day, all last 
Summer and, now, into this 
year. The problem is it’s abso- 
lutely miserable; we can’t en- 
joy our home,” said Smith. 

Smith suffers from Par- 
kinson’s disease, and his wife 
battles Alzheimer’s. Recent- 
ly, Smith claims the music 
reached such a volume that 
he and his wife felt compelled 
to leave their house and drive 
away. 

Harvey approached _ the 
board, seeking a permanent 
cease and desist order. While 
the town of Hampden has no 
noise regulation ordinance, 
Smith informed the board that 
a state mandate declares that 
noise at a property line cannot 
exceed 10 decibels. 

“T went out and bought a 
noise meter. It’s been taking 
readings; I have a log book,” 
said Smith. “It turns out that he 
has played amplified music 13 
times here alone, all of Easter 
Day and one night here until 
10 p.m. We called the police 
six times last year; twice this 
year.” 

Smith displayed the appara- 
tus to the board and expressed 
disappointment that the police 
have yet to act. 

Smith firmly believes that 


his neighbor is_ criminally 


breaching the peace, although 
he’s been unable to speak to the 
individual face-to-face. 

“This is a man you have 
to hit on the head with a two- 
by-four to get anything. My 
attorney wrote a letter to him 
last year saying this is a big 
problem,” said Smith. “He did 
reduce the volume somewhat 
from party level, absolute max- 
imum velocity, to levels that 
are still breaking the Massa- 
chusetts regulations.” 

Smith noted that his win- 
dow faces the source of the 
music at a distance of approx- 
imately 150 feet. 

Town Administrator Bob 
Markel privately extended his 
cell phone number to Smith, 
informing him that he will in- 
vestigate the recurring issue. 
Next, Markel offered Smith a 
word of advice. 

“The only way that we can 
help you on this, rather than 
hearing after the fact, is to let 
us know and let me know when 
it happens,” said Markel. “Call 
me when it happens, and [ll 
have a police officer go out 
there and measure the decibels 
to see if, in fact, enforcement is 
possible.” 

Smith made it clear he will 
not be satisfied with mere en- 
forcement of the state statute. 
He wants his neighbor to stop 
playing music outdoors alto- 
gether. 

“Suppose he’s not exceed- 
ing the decibel level. We want 
him to stop playing music. 
The decibel level is not the en- 
tire problem. We’re not going 
to quit until he stops playing 
music. Trust me; it drives you 
nuts,’ said Smith, threatening 
that his lawyer is prepared to 


Please see MUSIC, page 7 
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Secretary. During my 22 years 
as a Wilbraham resident, I have 
attended all Annual and Special 
Town Meetings and attended or 
viewed on Public Access most 
meetings of the Board of Select- 
men and many meetings of other 
Town Boards and Committees. 

Why are you running for 
Selectman? I have the experi- 
ence, time, energy and passion to 
do the job. I love this town and 
as long as I am able to contribute 
to keeping it the great place it is, 
I will do so. 

If elected, what do you hope 
to accomplish while in office? 

As your next Selectman, I 
will take a hard look at new rev- 
enue sources and cost-saving 
measures, focus on improved 
communication between all in- 
terested parties, including the 
residents, and I would like to see 
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improvements and timely up- 
dates to the town website. I also 
look forward to a fall vote on the 
new Senior Center and fully sup- 
port the project, and welcome 
further discussion on the Broad- 
band Fiber Optic Internet Infra- 
structure plan 


Theresa Goodrich, 
Retired firefighter/paramedic 


Previous experience’ in 
town government? 

I graduated from the Mass. 
Firefighting Academy and served 
the City of Westfield for 20 years 
as a firefighter/paramedic, spear- 
heading the paramedic program 
there. I was an elected member to 
the Western Mass. EMS Council 
for Region 1 for over 12 years, 
an elected union official and an 
elected representative. I’m a na- 
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tive of Westfield, attended public 
schools and attained my bache- 
lor’s degree from Westfield State 
University. I earned my EMT 
certification from Springfield 
College and paramedic certifica- 
tion from Hudson Valley Com- 
munity College in New York. I 
worked for private ambulance 
services covering Western Mass, 
eventually becoming a profes- 
sional firefighter-paramedic. I’m 
also a wife and mother of two 
daughters, Sara, a sophomore at 
UNH and Carly, a junior at Min- 
nechaug. My husband, David, is 
a life-long resident of Wilbra- 
ham and is the fourth generation 
of Goodrichs in town. 

Why are you running for 
Selectman? 

I am seeking this position 


Please see CANDIDATES, page 5 
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Turley Publications correspodent photo by Dave Miles 
WILBRAHAM — Blossoms and new leaves are everywhere now that spring is taking hold and there are 
few things prettier than this large rhododendrum bush on Tinkham Road. 


CYBERSECURITY LESSONS 
Puppets help deliver serious message to seniors 
and their caregivers 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


REGION — Puppeteer Ken 
Harris has one goal — to educate 
senior citizens and their caretak- 
ers on scams and cybersecurity 
through his web series “Cyber 
Brats” and other platforms. 

Harris, of Springfield, said 
his passion for puppets came 
naturally at a young age. “When 
I was around 2-years-old, I had 
relatives giving me stuffed an- 
imals and I had the tendency to 
tear the back out of the dolls and 
made my own puppets,” Harris 


Please see CYBER, page 7 





Courtesy Photo 
Puppeteer Ken Harris has one goal — to educate and raise awareness 
on scams and cyber security for senior citizens and their caretakers. 
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Wilbraham-Hampden 
rman ho Foundation 


The Four Billion 
Year Old Story 
of Wilbraham 


Eamon McCarthy 
Earls to tell the tale 


WILBRAHAM — On Wednesday, 
May 26, at 6 p.m., Eamon McCarthy 
Earls will offer an engaging program, 
“The Four Billion Year Old Story of Wil- 
braham” for Wilbraham Public Library. 

Ancient volcanoes? Mountains taller 
than the Himalayas? Colliding continents 
and roaming dinosaurs? If you’ve ever 
wondered about the ground beneath your 
feet, come discover the the community’s 
four billion year story from the dawn of 
life to our rapidly changing modern world 
with geologist and author Eamon McCa- 
rthy Earls. 

Author of multiple books on regional 
history and a former Town Councilor in 
Franklin, Earls studied geology at UMA- 
SS-Amherst. 

This is a virtual program; registration 
iS necessary in order to participate. To 
register, please call the library at 413- 
596-6141 or go online to the website at 
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org. 















Acrylic on Canvas, Playing My Song, Judith Podell 


annual ra 


WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN 
— It’s once again time for the Wil- 
braham-Hampden Scholarship 
Foundation’s annual raffle! 

This raffle is Foundation’s 
one major fundraiser that helps 
support more than $45,000 in 
scholarships awarded to gradu- 
ating seniors every spring. The 
Foundation is extremely grateful 
for the generous support of this 
fundraiser by the Wilbraham and 
Hampden residents as well as the 
support of the businesses and indi- 
viduals who donated raffle prizes. 

This year’s prizes will be 
awarded on Mon., May 24 through 
a Facebook Live drawing. Please 
visit the Foundation’s Facebook 
page to see all the great prizes 
which include Apple AirPods Max 
Headphones, Callaway Epic Driv- 
er Golf Club, Colosseum Lego kit, 
55 inch flat screen TV, $300 Big 
Y gift card as well as many local 
restaurant and business gift certif- 
icates! 

If you didn’t receive raffle 
tickets in the mail or if you would 
like more tickets, please contact 
the Foundation at info@ Wilbra- 


¢ 118 Works of Art 

© 67 Area Artists 

e NINE Galleries 
e Sales Shop 


House of Art 
200 Main Street 
Monson 
**Covid 19 Guidelines in Place 


Plus Online Gallery 


www.MonsonArtsCouncil.org 
27th Annual Spring Art Exhibition & Sale 


The Colors of Change 


May 15 - 16 © 22 - 23 © 29 - 30 ¢ 2021 
Noon - 5pm ¢ Sales Shop 
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ham-HampdenScholarshipFoun- 
dation.org 

The Foundation would like to 
thank the following businesses 
and individuals for donating priz- 
es to this year’s raffle. Good luck 
to all and thank you for your sup- 
port! 

Blue Elephant Restaurant 

Center Square Grill 

Central Chevrolet 

Cima Restaurant & 

Chop House 

Common Grounds Café 

Dave Dirico Golf 

John Flynn 

La Cucina di Hampden House 

LUSO Federal Credit Union 

Main Street Tavern 

Mandarin Wilbraham 

Michael St. Marie, CPA 

Pafumi’s To Go 

PV Financial Group 

Rocky’s Ace Hardware 

Route 20 Bar & Grill 

Scented Garden Gift Shoppe 

Trombley Associates 

Venice Pizza 

Village Food Mart 

Wilbraham Seafood 
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Applications open for JMK 
Scholarship 


REGION — The Zonta Club of Quaboag Valley is 
now accepting applications for a local scholarship, 
with the possibility of winning District and Interna- 
tional honors as well. 

The 2021 Jane M. Klausman Women in Business 
Scholarship is open to women in Western Mass. en- 
rolled in at least the second year of an undergraduate 
program through the final year of a master’s program 
in business, leading to a business management career. 
The program is designed to encourage women to enter 
careers and to seek leadership positions in business-re- 
lated fields. 

The club offers a $1,000 scholarship to the most 
outstanding Klausman applicant. Completed applica- 
tions are due by May 28. The application is available 
for download at www.zontaqv.org/resources. 

The local winner’s application will then be sub- 
mitted for competition at the Zonta District 1 level.. 
The District | winner goes on to compete internation- 
ally, funded by the Zonta International Foundation for 
Women. 

Questions? Email Maria Maloney at MariaMalo- 
neylicsw @ gmail.com. 

The Zonta Club of Quaboag Valley (www.zontaqv. 
org) is part of Zonta International - a global communi- 
ty that has empowered women and girls through ser- 
vice and advocacy for 101 years. 





Absentee and early 
vote-by-mail ballots in 
Wilbraham 


WILBRAHAM -— Town Clerk Carole J. Tardif has 
announced that absentee and early vote-by-mail bal- 
lots will be available starting April 23 for the upcom- 
ing Annual Town Election, scheduled for May 17. 

A request in writing is required for obtaining an 
absentee or early by-mail ballot. 

An application to request an absentee or early vote 
ballot can be found on the Town Website and Secre- 
tary of States website. Please call 596-2800, ext. 200 
if you have any questions. 





WPL hosts virtual tech support program: 
‘Your Tech Questions Answered’ 


Leo S. Walsh Foundation 
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WILBRAHAM — On Mondays in 
May, at 3:30 p.m., Wilbraham Public 
Library, in conjunction with Wilbraham 
Monson Academy will offer a spring se- 
ries of virtual tech support workshops. 

Students of Wilbraham Monson Acad- 
emy will be offering free virtual tech sup- 
port for questions related to electronic de- 
vices. They will interact with participants 
individually on Zoom, and will help solve 
all of those queries about email addresses, 
trouble-shooting a cell phone, questions 
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90 Avocado St. 
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Let them 
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about tablets, and more. Participants can 
sign up for one or more sessions. 

Registration is necessary for this vir- 
tual event as space is limited. To register, 
please call the library at (413) 596-6141 
or go to the website at www.wilbraham- 
library.org. Participants will receive a 
Zoom link for the workshop. 
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THE BEST FLOWERS 


FOR THE BEST MOM! 





HAMPDEN/WILBRAHAM - 
Minnechaug Regional High School 
has created an “Adopt-a-Senior”’ 
project for the Class of 2021 as they 
complete their last semester of high 
school and prepare to graduate in 
June. 

Last year, we had to shift the 
graduation of the Class of 2020 to 
be later in the summer and outside 


with very limited guests, but it was 
a beautiful ceremony and we were 
able to give the seniors a final send 
off. 

This year is very different for our 
seniors. They did not have the oppor- 
tunity to have some of our traditions, 
including the senior group photo on 
the first day of school and their grand 
entrance into the gym at the Ist day 


assembly. Our project celebrates our 
Seniors with new events, and all of 
our seniors receive a gift bag full of 
goodies. We are looking for commu- 
nity members to sponsor a senior for 
$45. 

If you are interested in adopting 
one of our seniors, please contact our 
Assistant Principal’s Office at 413- 
279-3830. 
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Three Wilbraham students 
make Goodwin University’s 
fall dean’s list 


EAST HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT — Goodwin Uni- 
versity has announced 1,128 students achieved dean’s list 
status for the fall 2020 session, including Tacia Munn, Jen- 
nifer Sessions and Valerie Vallerie, all of Wilbraham, Mass. 

Dean’s list inclusion requires a student to earn a min- 
imum 3.5 GPA, the equivalent of an A- average, during a 
given academic session. The student must also be enrolled 
in a minimum of six academic credits to qualify. 

Goodwin University in East Hartford, Connecticut, is an 
innovative learning community that empowers hard-work- 
ing students to become sought-after employees. 


Scholarships from Chase, 
Clarke, Stewart & Fontana 
Insurance Agency 


REGION — Chase, Clarke, Stewart & Fontana In- 
surance Agency, located in Springfield, is currently ac- 
cepting applications for its 2021 ChaseIns & Ray Beat- 
tie Scholarship Awards. Two participating high school 
seniors will be awarded a $1,000 each. 

To view the scholarship requirements, visit www. 
chaseins.com. The deadline for recipients to apply is 
May I. 








Valley Press Club extends scholarships for 
journalism students to May 7 
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Natural Fiber Pots Filled 
With a Collection of 
Colorful Plants 

e ( Great Selections for 
Sunny or Shady Locations 


For The Rese 


A Beautiful Collection of 
Fragrant Rose Bushes 


Hybrid Teas, Climbers, 
Landscape Roses & 





Colorful Annual 


ntl oor 
“pee Annual Flowers 
in Patio Pots 
Shade Loving & 
Sun Loving Combinations 


SPRINGFIELD -— The Valley 
Press Club, based in Springfield, has 
extended the deadline to May to ap- 
ply for up to six $1,000 scholarships 
to high school seniors in Western 
Massachusetts and Northern Con- 
necticut who are interested in pur- 
suing a career in journalism, and has 
extended 

The Valley Press Club Scholar- 
ships, funded by contributions and 
dues to the Press Club, are for stu- 
dents planning careers in print, on- 
line or broadcast journalism. 

The Republican Scholarship, 
funded by The Republican, is for 
students living within the newspa- 


arship recipient in 1964, who retired 
in 2015 as vice president of talent 
negotiation and production recruit- 
ment at ESPN, is for students plan- 
ning careers in broadcast journalism 
or sports journalism. 

Primary emphasis is placed on 
career goals, writing ability, scholas- 
tic aptitude and overall achievement 
as measured by an applicant’s high 
school transcript, class rank, academ- 
ic awards, SAT scores and extracur- 
ricular activities. 


Scholarship applications are 


available at www.ValleyPressClub. 
com, high school guidance offices, 
or by emailing NTassinari@The- 


BigE.com Applications may be sent 
by mail to Noreen Tassinari, VPC 
Scholarship Chair, Eastern States Ex- 
position, 1305 Memorial Ave., West 
Springfield, MA 01089 or electroni- 
cally to NTassinar1@TheBigE.com. 

The deadline for submissions is 
May 7. Over the course of five de- 
cades, The Valley Press Club has pre- 
sented over $130,000 in scholarships 
to eligible students. 

The Valley Press Club consists 
of active and retired journalists and 
public relations professionals from 
corporate and nonprofit organiza- 
tions. 


Complimentary Combinations 
of Fragrant Flavorful Herbs 
Mint, Parsley, Dill, 
Rosemary & More! 
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per’s circulation area who 
are planning careers in print 
journalism. 

The 22News_ Scholar- 
ship, funded by WWLP- 
22News, is. for students 
planning careers in broad- 
cast journalism. 

The Edward J. Malley 
Jr. Memorial Scholarship, 
established in memory of a 
chief photographer for the 
Springfield Newspapers, 1s 
for students planning careers 
in photojournalism. 

The Rhonda Swan Me- 
morial Scholarship, estab- 
lished in memory of the 
award-winning journalist, 
editor and author, is for 
students who are underrep- 
resented, in the Springfield 
area, and planning careers in 
journalism. 

The Al Jaffe Scholarship, 
funded by Al Jaffe, the Val- 
ley Press Club’s first schol- 































You already have 
what it takes 

to becomea 
foster parent. 


We'll be there to 
hold your hand - 
so you can 

hold onto 
theirs. 


Visit www.chd.org/fosterparent 
or call (413) 781-6556 to learn more 


CHD 
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Finding and understanding senior living options can be overwhelming 
and confusing. Oasis Senior Advisors is here to help, 
because the right place means everything. 


> Discuss financial options, location and preferences 
> Provide a personalized list of local housing options 
> Set up and tour communities with you 
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a 
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> Once the right place is selected, we make transitions easy! 


Call for a free in-depth consultation today! 


Eric Aasheim 
Certified Senior Advisor (CSA)® 
EAasheim@YourOasisAdvisor.com 





413-351-6577 


SENIOR ADVISORS. 
Because the right place 
means everything 


Serving Western Mass and Surrounding Areas 
OasisSeniorAdvisors.com/WesternMass 
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 
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What to know about the coronavirus variants 


O&A with Dr. Armando 
Paez, chief of the 
Infectious Disease 


Division at Baystate 
Health 


SPRINGFIELD — _ Despite 
leading the world in COVID-19 
infections and _ being’ well- 
equipped with an unsurpassed 
genome sequencing infrastruc- 
ture, the United States found 
itself in the unfortunate posi- 
tion of falling well behind other 
countries in sequencing corona- 
virus genomes and getting ahead 
of emerging variants. 

Now back on track and iden- 
tifying variants that have begun 
in the United States, including 
in New York and California, 
scientists are increasing their 
COVID-19 sequencing efforts 
as many question: “Should I be 
worried over the variants?” 

Dr. Armando Paez, chief in 
the Infectious Disease Division 
at Baystate Health, answers 
some pressing questions about 
what role the variants are play- 
ing in the ongoing pandemic. 


Q: Are the coronavirus 
variants that have emerged 
over the past few months a 
cause of concern for epidemi- 
ologists? 

A: Any time a new variant 
of the novel coronavirus SAR- 
SCoV2 is discovered, there is 
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44, Ancient Greek war 
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49. Newspapers 
50. Frequently flooded 


51. They dig for coal 
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2. "Mad Men” leading 25. Greek alphabet 


cause for concern. The major 
variants reported not only in 
the U.S., but also in other parts 
of the world, B.1.1.7 (UK), 
B.1.351 (South Africa) and the 
P.1 (Brazil) are found to be more 
infectious that the original SAR- 
SCoV2 strain. More recently, 
home-grown variants, B.1.526 
from New York City and Cali- 
fornia variant B.1.427/B.1.429, 
have also been reported. Any 
of the variants can become the 
circulating strain in a population 
and can spread easily to others in 
a geometric fashion. This carries 
significant public health impor- 
tance and urgency as more peo- 
ple can get sick at the same time 
and overwhelm the healthcare 
system. Scientists are still study- 
ing these variants and are also 
on the lookout for new ones that 
are emerging. More recently, the 
B.1.1.7 (UK) variant, thought 
to be just easily transmissible, 
is now associated with a higher 
risk of dying from COVID-19 
based on a peer-reviewed study. 
Depending on the variant, the 
mutations (changes in the ge- 
netic code) can confer resistance 
to some available COVID-19 
treatments. For example, bam- 
lanivimab, a COVID-19 mono- 
clonal antibody authorized for 
the treatment of mild-moderate 
COVID-19 is thought to be in- 
effective against B.1.341 (South 
Africa) variant. Thus, the vari- 
ants also carry clinical impor- 
tance for COVID-19 patients. 
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3. The __ 

4. Healthy 

5. Where golfers 
begin 

6. Soviet Socialist 
Republic (abbr.) 

7. Of the cheek 

8. Injury reminder 

9. Statesman Franklin 

10. For an unknown 
reason 

11. Brain parts 

12. Islamic calendar 
month 

14, Avenue where ad 
men work 

17. Possesses 

18. Accept 

20. Stake 

23. Former British PM 


24. US battleships 
circa 1939 
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26. When you hope to 
get there 

29. Top lawyer 

30. Fiddler crabs 

31. Intolerant 

32. Persons that 
cause extreme 
fear 

35. Car mechanics 
group 

36. Capital of Ghana 

38. Famed ballplayer 
Hank 

40. Emphasizes 
insignificance 

41. Light-colored 

42. Distinctive smell 

43. Muckraking 
journalist Jacob 

44. Sunscreen rating 

May 45. Short-term 
memory 

46. Japanese delicacy 

47. One point north of 
due east 


However, not all COVID-19 
treatments may be significantly 
impacted by the variants. For 
example, mutations identified 
in these new variants have not 
significantly changed the part 
of the virus that remdesivir, an 
FDA-approved drug for severe 
COVID-19, targets. 


Q: What do these new vari- 
ants from the United King- 
dom, South Africa, and Bra- 
zil, as well as those that have 
originated in the U.S., share 
in common, and what makes 
them different from the origi- 
nal COVID-19? 

A: All of these five variants 
mentioned above have mutations 
in the spike protein that allow 
them to latch on better to and 
infect human cells, making them 
more transmissible (up to 50% 
more). All of these variants have 
now been detected in the United 
States, and according to the Cen- 
ters for Disease Control and Pre- 
vention (CDC), the UK variant 
is expected to become the domi- 
nant strain in the U.S. by the end 
of March. There are currently, 
3,136 cases of the variant in our 
country as of March 7, according 
to the CDC. 

Early on, South African re- 
searchers believed their variant 
could evade antibodies produced 
by the immune system. This 
can imply possible reinfection 
to occur as the antibodies can- 
not neutralize the variant virus. 
This was seen in 
the P.1 (Brazil) 
variant. Scien- 
tists continue to 
study how these 
variants can po- 
tentially evade 
immunity to 
COVID-19. 


Q: Are the 
new variants 
more deadly? 

A: This is an 
evolving _ story, 
Initially, — sci- 
entists thought 
that there was 
no evidence 
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that the infection from any of 
the variants is more deadly than 
the old strain. A recent study 
suggests that there is an asso- 
ciation of B.1.1.7(UK) variant 
with higher risk of dying from 
COVID-19. I expect that more 
information will be available re- 
garding the other variants in the 
near future. 


Q: Why did it take a while 
before we began to see differ- 
ent variants of the coronavi- 


rus? 

A: Viruses such as SAR- 
SCoV2, the virus behind 
COVID-19, naturally mutate 


and viral variants occur. Many 
variants emerge and disappear, 
but some persist because their 
accumulated mutations offer a 
“survival of the fittest” advan- 
tage among others over time to 
become the dominant circulating 
virus. 


Q: Is there a difference be- 
tween a variant of the virus 
and a mutation, and which is 
more problematic? 

A: A viral mutation refers to 
specific changes or alterations 
in the gene of the virus. This is 
a natural occurrence in the life 
of a virus, particularly an RNA 
virus like the coronavirus. Some 
mutations do not change how the 
virus behaves, but some do affect 
its characteristics related to its 
ability to attach to the host cell, 
for example. This can potentially 
confer higher risk of transmis- 
sion of infection given a number 
of viral particles compared to the 
old strain. A variant refers to a 
virus with slight changes in the 
genetic codes due to these mu- 
tations. Depending on the effect 
on how the virus behaves due to 
the genetic changes, whether a 
single mutation or a combination 
of mutations, it may or may not 
be problematic. It can be prob- 
lematic to the host, but offers an 
advantage to the virus to survive. 
A variant may become the domi- 
nant strain because of its surviv- 
al advantage in a given environ- 
ment. What is also important to 
remember is that if there is more 


viral replications occurring, let 
us say, more infections in the 
community, there is a greater 
chance for more mutations to oc- 
cur. That is why interrupting the 
cycle of transmission can lessen 
the chance of variants to occur. 


Q: Why are these variants 
more easily transmissible? 

A: The variants have mu- 
tations in the spike protein en- 
abling them to latch on and in- 
fect human cells more easily. 
Many of these mutations are in 
the receptor binding domain of 
the virus. The mutation E484K, 
common in these variants, can 
increase the affinity of viral pro- 
tein with its receptor, thus ex- 
plaining its ability to be easily 
transmitted. 


Q: Since these variants are 
more transmissible, does that 
mean the recommended safe- 
ty precautions will no longer 
work to prevent spread of the 
virus? 

A: Currently recommended 
safety precautions — vaccination, 
social distancing, mask wearing, 
handwashing, and isolation and 
quarantine - should still work in 
preventing infections from these 
variants. Again, if these variants 
are not given a chance to repli- 
cate, the less chance they have to 
further evolve and survive in the 
community. 


Q: If the same precautions 
are enough, why do scientists 
say more people could become 
infected in the months ahead? 

A: Vaccine rollout in the U.S. 
is now making progress, but we 
are not yet at the level of herd 
immunity, estimated to be 60- 
70% either by natural infection 
or vaccination. Since these vari- 
ants are more transmissible, if 
the public is not compliant with 
recommended safety measures, 
more exposures and infections 
will easily occur. The increased 
number of cases will put more 
strain on health care resources, 
lead to more hospitalizations, 


Please see COVID, page 13 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 


631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 


Hours: 


Thanks to our wonderful ‘friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 


Tues. 1Oam- 4pm ° Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Thurs. 10am - 4pm + Fri. 1Oam-4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 


Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 


Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 


We accept books only in good, clean condition. 





For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 
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quite simply because I care. I 
want to continue my career as 
a public servant here in Wilbra- 
ham. I believe my strong back- 
ground in teamwork, leadership 
and cooperation will be an asset 
as a selectman. Transparency is 
very important to me. I want to 
be a fresh set of “eyes and ears” 
for the people of Wilbraham. Ev- 
eryone needs to know that their 
voice and their opinion matters. 
I hope to work together with all 
our committee and board mem- 
bers and bring new ideas and in- 
novative thoughts to our town. I 
view the role of selectman as a 
public servant and voice of the 
people. I do not see the role as 
a solo, power position but that 
of a team member comprised of 
people who care about our town 
working together as a whole. 

If elected, what do you hope 
to accomplish while in office? 

I strongly believe the biggest 
asset in our town is our resi- 
dents. We have so many bright, 
talented, educated individuals, 
I want to talk with and listen to 
them and be a voice for them. 
Our senior citizens are Wilbra- 
ham’s foundation and the reason 
many of us have either moved 
here or stayed here to raise our 
families. The town our seniors 
created is strong, beautiful, wel- 
coming and patriotic, offering 
something for everyone. I hope 
to work with the seniors and cre- 
ate a Wilbraham Senior Center 
they can be proud of and that 
we all can enjoy in the future. 
We will certainly face many new 
challenges in the years ahead. I 
hope to work as your selectman 
to help navigate the obstacles to- 
gether and keep Wilbraham the 
safe, sound, friendly small town 
we all know and love. 


Hampden- Wilbraham 
Regional School Committee 

There are three seats for 
three-year terms on the region- 
al school committee this year. 
The candidates are incumbent 
William Bontempi, Joseph Law- 
less, Dagmar Mechem and Lisa 
Murray. 


William J Bontempi, DMD, 
MD/S52/Oral/Maxillofacial 
Surgeon 

Previous Experience’ in 
Town Government: 

Hampden Wilbraham Re- 
gional School District School 
Committee: Six years 

Why iI 
am running 
for School — 
Committee: 

I current- 
ly have three |, 
children 
who attend 
school in the 
HWRSD,: 
Marissa 13, 
Angelina 12 
and Dante 9. 

Their education is extremely 
important to my wife and I. It is 
the principal reason why I first 
decided to run for School Com- 
mittee six years ago and is the 
reason why I remain committed 
to educational excellence. A sec- 
ond but equally important rea- 
son for me personally is promot- 
ing and preserving the process of 
public service. As I have stated 
numerous times in past School 
Committee meetings, the school 
district belongs to the residents 
of our two towns, not the teach- 
ers, not the administrators, and 
certainly not the members of the 
School Committee. Our role is 
to serve our constituents not rule 
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them, and we should always be 
looking for ways to invite input 
from members of our communi- 
ty. 
What I hope to accomplish 
on the School Committee: 
1.Settle the litigation be- 
tween the Town of Hampden and 
the HWRSD. This lawsuit has 
consumed far too much time and 
money, and needs to be resolved. 
As the current School Commit- 
tee liaison for the lawsuit, this is 
my first priority. 

2.Formulate a new strategic 
plan. It has been over 20 years 
since the HWRSD has done a 
district-wide strategic plan. In 
formulating this plan, members 
of our community are given a 
chance to visualize and shape 
the education of students in our 
two towns for years to come. It 
is an extremely intensive and 
time-consuming task but it is 
also the cornerstone of defining 
how our district views education 
and how that education is deliv- 
ered. 

Continued improvement 
to the budget process. I have 
chaired the Finance Operations 
Subcommittee for five years, 
and we have made great strides 
in communication and transpar- 
ency with our partner boards and 
town officials. However, there 1s 
always room for improvement 
and my new goal is to bring our 
local legislators more into this 
process in the coming years. 


Joe Lawless / 43 / District 
Manager in Transportation 

Previous experience in 
town government? 

No prior town government 
experience 

Why are you running for 
school committee? 

I am 
running for 
school com- 
mittee — be- 
cause I love 
my daughters 
who are 6 
and 8-years- 
old and want 
to ensure we 
provide both 
my children 
and all stu- 
dents of Wilbraham the best ed- 
ucation. I want to be a servant of 
the community as I have been as 
a business leader. I want to en- 
sure that we put “Our Children 
First” in all decisions made in 
the district. 

If elected, what do you hope 
to accomplish while in office? 
If elected, I plan to give parents a 
stronger voice in their children’s 
education, create a more inclu- 
sive environment for all students 
and bring a factual, pragmatic 
approach to evaluating chang- 
es, policies and procedures. I 
feel our school district has great 
ideas and great intentions and I 
pledge to create action plans to 
deliver results from our strategic 
plans. 


Joseph Lawless 


Dagmar Mechem, 
Instructional Leadership 
Specialist 


Previous experience’ in 
town government? 
Wilbraham Democratic 


Town Com- 
mittee, elect- 
ed member 
Wilbra- 
ham/Hamp- 
den Celebrat- 
ing Diversity 


Group found- 
er 
Why are. 
you running / a 
for school Dagmar Mechem 
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committee? 

The cornerstone of the suc- 
cess of our community is to 
provide a top-tier education that 
supports and challenges our chil- 
dren. I am running for School 
Committee to prioritize our stu- 
dents. I will bring 17 years of 
experience in education and as 
an Instructional Leadership Spe- 
cialist, a role that balances being 
an educator and administrator, 
to serve the parents, students, 
teachers and tax-payers of Wil- 
braham. The School Committee 
needs to work together, listen to 
community members, consider 
diverse perspectives, ask hard 
questions, be problem-solvers, 
and push back when needed. I 
am a candidate who will do this. 

If elected, what do you hope 
to accomplish while in office? 

My goal would be to ensure 
all students experience equity, 
a sense of belonging, and a rig- 
orous and diverse curriculum. 
The upcoming equity audit will 
empower the School Committee 
to lead the change necessary for 
this to occur, and I look forward 
to being a part of it. As a school 
committee member, I would be 
making decisions based on the 
priorities of the community. Iam 
committed to having open dialog 
and transparent decision-making 
that is evidence-based, and cen- 
tered on what is best for the stu- 
dents. 


Lisa Murray, Elementary 
English as a Second 
Language Teacher 

Previous experience’ in 
town government? 

Return 
to School 
Committee, 
Health and 
Safety Com- 
mittee, Re- 
districting 
Committee 

Why are 
you _—run- 
ning for 
school com- 
mittee? 

I would like to make a mean- 
ingful contribution to this com- 
munity that has always helped 
and supported my family. My 
hope is to be a voice not only for 
students and their families, but 
also for the educators and staff 
that make our district so excep- 
tional. My experience as a pro- 
fessional educator, my commit- 
ment to improving schools on 
the many committees I have sat 
on, my extensive knowledge of 
state educational requirements, 
my familiarity with the roles of 
and interconnectivity of school 
committees 
and = superin- 
tendents, and 
a parent to 
two — school- 
aged children 
demonstrate 
the skill set 
that I would 
bring to the 
School Com- 
mittee. 

If _ elect- 
ed, what do 
you hope to 
accomplish 
while in of- 
fice? 

I would 
like the dis- 
trict to priori- 
tize the mental 
health and so- 
cial emotion- 
al well-being 
of students as 
they transition 
back into full 
time in-person 


Lisa Murray 








learning. The district also must 
address the academic needs of 
struggling learners while also 
providing differentiated instruc- 
tion and enrichment in order to 
meet the needs of proficient and 
advanced learners. My goal will 
always be to do what is best for 
the students and families of Wil- 
braham and Hampden. 


Town moderator 
Two candidates are running 
for a three-year term as town 
moderator: incumbent James S. 
Jurgens, a and Xiomara Alban. 


James S. Jurgens, 61, 
Corporate Counsel 


Previous experience’ in 
town government? 

S 1.0:e¢€ 
2004 I 
have been 


an elected 
Trustee of 
the Wilbra- 
ham Pub- 
lic Library 
Board of 
Trustees and 
its current 
Chair. Since 
2018 I am the 

Town Moderator. 

Why are you running for 
town moderator? 

I am running for re-election 
so as to continue the smooth 
operation of the Annual Town 
Meeting and the Special Town 
Meeting, while respecting the 
town citizens and voters right to 
be heard and vigorous debate of 
the warrant articles. The right of 
the citizens to be heard is cen- 
tral to a strong democracy and 
Republic. I believe strongly in 
the liberties we enjoy, especial- 
ly freedom of speech, and want 
to see that right not only be pre- 
served, but thrive. 

If elected, what do you hope 
to accomplish while in office? 

I hope to continue to facil- 
itate the long tradition of Wil- 
braham voters and citizens to 
engage in direct government of 
the people, free from a level of 
added bureaucracy. 


Xiomara (See-o-mara) 
Alban DeLobato, 
33 years 
old, 
Associate 
Director of 
Diversity 
Recruit- 
ment and 
Enroll- 
ment, 


University 
Ziomara DeLobato 
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of Massachusetts Amherst 

Previous experience’ in 
town government? 

I’m no stranger to the politi- 
cal arena. I earned my bachelor’s 
degree in International Affairs 
with a focus in government and 
policy, from the University of 
New Hampshire. Early in my ca- 
reer I had the fortunate opportu- 
nity to step into the legal sphere 
as a legal assistant for a law firm 
in Springfield. I also worked 
for Mayor Domenic Sarno, of 
Springfield, as well as Congress- 
man Richard Neal. 

Most recently, in 2016 I 
served as a campaign manager 
for a Hampden-Wilbraham Re- 
gional School District School 
Committee candidate. My vast 
experience, both locally and re- 
gionally, along with my passion 
for our town, are key drivers 
towards my commitment for ex- 
cellence in this role. 

Why are you running for 
town moderator? 

I am running for town mod- 
erator because I want to make a 
positive difference in our town. 
I care about our community and 
hope to motivate and empower 
people from all generations to 
become more politically and civ- 
illy involved in town matters that 
impact our daily lives. I believe 
that our residents deserve to feel 
well-informed about guidelines 
and protocols on a consistent 
basis so they are fully prepared 
to engage during our annual 
and special meetings. I bring a 
practical, sensible, and impartial 
framework which are essential 
qualities for a town moderator; 
our voters, as well as our elected 
official and committee members, 
can rely on me to Serve as an ac- 
cessible resource for all. 

If elected, what do you hope 
to accomplish while in office? 

If elected, I hope to collab- 
orate with my colleagues to 
enhance voter education regard- 
ing town meeting guidelines in 
efforts to increase overall voter 
participation and attendance at 
annual and special meetings. 
Providing access to pertinent and 
relevant town information on an 
ongoing basis is also a priority. 
I believe in the effectiveness of 
utilizing various platforms (i.e. 
social media, print, and dig- 
ital) to diversify information 
access points, so residents can 
learn about important matters 
in advance and can make in- 
formed-decisions. 


OBINSON 
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured 


Tree Trimming and Removal 


Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding 
Crane Service « Sawmill Service 
Firewood Delivery 


All Major Credit Cards Accepted « 100% Financing Available 


162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010 
508-641-5249 ¢ office@robinsontreeservice.net 


www.robinsontreeservice.net 
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How to plant a bare root apple tree 


Sometimes I wish I had bought 
for the land and not for the house. 
In my dreams, I'd have a field big 
enough to grow all the pumpkins a 
girl could want, and a sunny slope 
to have an amazing orchard of heir- 
loom apple trees. Maybe someday, 
but for now I squeeze in apple trees 
here and apple trees there. One out- 
side the chicken coop. Three in the : 
perennial border. And as of this past wal 
weekend two more near the clothes- 
line. Read on to see how I did it. 

Planting a tree is not like plant- 
ing a bush or a perennial plant. 
Should you make a mistake about the 
placement of those you can easily dig them up 
and move them. I think my parents moved their 
blueberries twice without injury to the bushes. 
Trees are a whole different story; you want to do 
it right the first time. 

I was home all day on Friday, scoping out the 
yard. You think you know where the sunny spots 
are; fruit trees want at least six hours of full sun, 
until you document it by the hour. Overhead trees 
are not leafed out yet, so that has to be taken into 
consideration, but even so, one area I assumed to 
be sunny was actually in shade most of the day; 
another area was just the opposite. Voila! It 1s a 
perfect spot for the fruit trees! 








IN THE 


GARDEN 





I then began to fret that the soil 
there would not be good enough, 
and without any finished compost 
on hand to amend the hole, my 
planting would be delayed even fur- 
ther. Lucky for me adding lots of 
peat or compost to the planting hole 
is old advice. These days we want 
the roots to extend far beyond the 
original hole.If the soil is too good 
there the roots will never want to 
leave. This way, over the long-term, 
they will go looking for nourish- 
ment and anchor themselves into the 
surrounding soil. 

I began the task of digging a three 
foot wide by two foot deep hole. I shook the sod 
and placed it in a clump for the compost pile. 
The topsoil was put on plastic in one spot and 
the subsoil in another. Large rocks were discard- 
ed. Happily, I did have some rock phosphate left 
on hand from last fall. I sprinkled one cup, and 
found out later that one pound was the recom- 
mendation! in the planting hole and scratched it 
in. It will aid in root development. I also took my 
shovel and loosed the “walls” of the hole to make 
it easier for the roots to penetrate as they spread. 

Most grafted trees should be planted with 
the graft union two to three inches above the 
soil line. I positioned the bare-root tree in the 
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Roberta McQuaid 


hole and made a quick measurement with a stick 
across the hole. The graft union was too deep, 
so I mounded a little soil under the roots. That 
adjustment brought the tree to the correct depth. I 
dumped some water in next to collapse air pock- 
ets and then shoveled in the topsoil. Experts rec- 
ommend that you backfill the hole with topsoil 
first, itis more friable, and then place the subsoil 
elsewhere in the hole, tamping down as you go, 
with your feet. 

I made a basin around the tree after I was 
finished, a slightly sunken area to catch water. 
Eventually I will add a layer of compost on top 
and apply some mulch in the form of shredded 
bark or hay to create a happy environment for all 
of the “feeder” roots. If Mother Nature doesn’t 
provide at least an inch of rain per week I will 
trickle water slowly into the basin twice a week 
to help establish the tree. 

Although a few years will pass before I pick 
those first fruits, hopefully proper planting will 
ensure years of fruitfulness. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock- 
bridge School of Agriculture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, she has 
held the position of staff horticulturalist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food as 
well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email 
it to ekennedy@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 





Supports Rivest 


Letters /o the Editor 


Immigrants are our future 


for Hampden 
selectman 


I’m supporting Craig Rivest for Se- 
lectman. I like that he’s enthusiastic, 
hardworking, and values the history of 
our small town. Our community con- 
sists of all ages, and we need represen- 
tatives from voting age and up. Craig is 
in his early 40s, married with two sons. 

Craig is quick to pitch in and help 
out on town projects. Last year he 
volunteered to fill the vacancy on the 
Scantic Valley Water District. Currently 
Chair, Craig has taken part in the dis- 
cussions with the Selectmen and con- 
sultants about serving additional Main 
Street homes with contaminated water 
to the water remediation district. 

He’s the owner of a small business, 
which specializes in photo, video and 
multimedia services, plus works with 
realtors capturing images of homes for 
sale. His photos were used on the cov- 
ers of the 2018, 2019 and the recently 
completed 2020 Annual Town Report. 
He was one of two volunteers that 
worked with a Selectmen’s Office staff 
member on the 2020 report as well. 

I first met Craig pre-Pandemic when 
we Sat next to one another at a Select- 
men’s meeting. He was interested in 
small town government and transparen- 
cy. One time, I emailed him a variety of 
links to state documents about towns. 
Recently we’ve had email exchanges 
about fiber optics for the town. 

Craig is easy-going, has a sense of 
humor, and thinks before he answers. 
Those qualities would serve him well 
as selectman. He is truly interested in 
comments from residents. 

From his website www.craigrivest. 
com: “We need a representative that 
loves to listen and learn in order to 
make educated decisions for the overall 
interest of the town, and I feel I fit that 
role.” He has a background in informa- 
tion technology, and holds an automo- 
tive technology associates degree with 
honors from STCC. May 17 is election 
day. Please join me in voting for Craig 
Rivest - It’s a “Vote for Our Future.’. 


Nancy R. Zebert, Hampden 


President Biden has done 
an outstanding job on the vac- 
cine rollout, the economy, the 
pandemic, and climate change. 
Why has immigration been 
such a problem? 

On a single day in April 
1907, Ellis Island processed 
11,747 immigrants into the 
U.S. and numbers close to that 
on every other day. We have to 
remember that immigrants are 
our best people. They use less 
public assistance, commit few- 
er crimes, and are less likely to 
get involved with drugs. They 
pay all taxes including Social 
Security and Medicare taxes 
even though they are not eli- 
gible to collect. They are more 
likely to be entrepreneurs, start 
businesses and create jobs than 
our native born Americans. 
Most of us are descendants of 
the immigrants that came in the 
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early 1900s. 

They are being driven from 
their homelands by climate 
change and the resulting scar- 
cities and violence. The U.S. 1s 
now the largest polluter having 
taken over China for that hon- 
or. Therefore America is large- 
ly responsible for the climate 
change that is driving mass mi- 
gration. It will only get worse 
as climate change progresses. 

My family hosted a family 
of seven from Kosovo in 1999, 
when they were being slaugh- 
tered by the Christian Serbs. 
They came with nothing, not 
even a spare diaper for the baby. 
Still, they didn’t want any wel- 
fare, They wanted to work. We 
got the father a job, and when 
his shift started at 7 a.m., he 
was there working at 6:45 a.m. 
There are too many Americans 
that want to work three hours a 
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day and get paid for eight. No 
wonder they feel threatened 
by hard-working, smart immi- 
grants. All five children were 
educated and are contributing 
to society today. Many of our 
most successful corporations 
like Apple, Costco, Intuit, 
Broadcom, and nearly half of 
all Fortune 500 companies, 
were started by immigrants. 
The immigrants that make 
it to our border are strong, 
healthy and determined to 
make a better life. Why can’t 
we process them a little faster? 
Considering that the birth rate 
is below two children per wom- 
an, immigrants are needed for 
the economy to flourish. Immi- 
grants made our country great 
and immigrants are our future. 


Malita Brown, Wilbraham 
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MUSIC from page 1 


take action if the town re- 
sponds inadequately. 

Markel responded, clari- 
fying that the town cannot act 
beyond enforcing the noise 
regulation. 

“T assure you we cannot 
prevent the individual from 
playing music. We can pre- 
vent him from disturbing the 
peace. That’s where the po- 
lice come in,’ said Markel. 
“We'll try to act within the 
law, using the police depart- 
ment, and the next time this 
happens, you'll have a num- 
ber to call.” 

Dalton Zbierski is a Staff 
Writer, who can be reached at 
dzbierski@ turley.com. 











CYBER from page 1 


said. “I would insert my hand 
into the self-made hole I made 
in the back of the puppet. It was 
just a natural passion for pup- 
petry.” 

As for how he got into cy- 
bersecurity, Harris said his late 
father, Ronald Craig Harris Sr., 
worked for a digitally-oriented 
company and predicted the com- 
ing impact of technology — the 
good and the bad. 

“My father would always tell 
us the Internet is going to change 
the world,’ Harris said. ““While I 
learned about hacking, cyberse- 
curity and more, puppetry wasn’t 
really a thing in Springfield, so I 
figured I’m not going to make a 
career out of puppetry.” 
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Harris decided to go into the 
criminal justice field and worked 
as a reserve police officer, cor- 
rectional officer and courthouse 
security officer in Atlanta. When 
his father died, he returned to 
Massachusetts. After becoming 
a member of AARP, he vol- 
unteered for the Digital Fraud 
Fighter Network, which helped 
him expand his knowledge on 
cybersecurity. 

Eventually, Harris decided 
to combine his knowledge of 
cybersecurity with his skills in 
puppetry and became a member 
of Puppeteers of America. 

“T then found out about 
Spondulics TV out in Florida, 
who were looking for content 
creators who have some interest- 
ing ideas pertaining to finances,” 








Harris said. “I proposed a week- 
ly puppet show and they were 
amazed by the idea.” 

“Cyber Brats,” which began 
in late 2020, focuses on a fiction- 
al radio talk show with host Cy- 
ber Sly, and his team, highlight- 
ing topics on phishing scams, 
malware and more. Sponsored 
links to spread awareness are 
also included in the show. 

“T think it’s very important 
because last year we lost around 
$56 billion to identity theft 
alone,’ Harris said. 

“Puppetry is really just not 
as big as it was during the Jim 
Henson days,” he said, referring 
to the creator of the Muppets “So 
I felt this is a way to keep pup- 
petry relevant within a topic that 
affects us all in some way.” 
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Harris continues to attend 
meetings with AARP and learn 
more about fraud and cyber 
scams targeting seniors which 
he turns into material for his ed- 
ucational content. Harris said his 
goal with his videos is to help 
spark people’s interest in cyber- 
security. 

“I would like for people to 
come together and share infor- 
mation,’ Harris said. “I think if 
we all come together and share 
information, it would be great 
for all of us, and I hope I’m us- 
ing puppetry to draw us all to- 
gether.” 

To learn more, go to kenhar- 
risnews.com and subscribe to his 
Primetime Prevention Theatre 
channel on Youtube. 
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Photos by Dave Miles, the crazy hat guy 





Rice’s Fruit Farm had plenty 
of customers on hand last 
weekend. 
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Cameron Hebet, left, and 
Sandy Swain at the Grace 
Church tag sale in Wilbraham 
last weekend. 
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Joe Hawley, left, and 
Michala Niden, with 
Lucy at Rice’s Fruit 
Farm last weekend. 
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Left to right are Hughie and Carole Tardif, Christine Goonan, Linda Dagradi an 





Downsizing? Ups 


Whatever your reason for. 
The Spring Market ts hot and | vi 


Heidi Pafumi 
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EXCGCELLEW AGENTS. OUTSTANDING RESULTS 











April 29, 2021 The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES Page 9 





4 Community Bulletin Board 
4 Send us in 
your announcements! 


Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, 
please keep it to less than 50 words. 
Please send to elinscott@turley.com 
















jal la ba Second-grader Caroline Maziarz 
lau § at Stony Hill Elementary School 
created some posters and 
decorations in celebration of 
Teacher Appreciation Week. She 
put them up on Sunday so they 
would greet teachers on Monday 
morning. She wanted to do 
something nice for the teachers 
to who her gratitude for making a 
tough year better. 






3 : PV honk You 





| Sixth-grader Cameron Maziarz at 
Wilbraham Middle School created some 
posters and decorations in celebration 
of Teacher Appreciation Week. He 

put them up on Sunday evening to 
greet teachers on Monday morning. 

He wanted to do something nice for 

the teachers to who her gratitude for 
making a tough year better. 


SELECTMAN 


EXPERIENCE 















Courtesy photos by Michael Maziarz 
d Ann Tousignant campaigning last weekend. 





sizing? Relocating? WILLIAM RAVEIS 


selling NOW is the time to list! REAL ESTATE 


. 264 N Main St. Unit 22, East Longmeadow, MA 
/ill sell your home fast for top dollar: 413-687-4339 


Heidi.Pafumi@raveis.com 
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B BUSINESS 
Country Bank hires Wilbraham resident Justin Roberts 


WARE — Country Bank, a 
full-service financial  institu- 
tion serving central and west- 
ern Massachusetts, is pleased 
to announce that Justin Roberts 
has joined the Marketing and 
Community Relations Team as 
the vice president of marketing. 
Roberts, who resides in Wil- 
braham and grew up in Sutton, 
has a unique understanding of 
Country Bank’s vast marketing 
area. His experience in strategic 
marketing spans over 10 years in 
various industries. As a former 
small business owner, he also 
brings more than just his mar- 
keting savvy; he brings real-life 
experience. 

“T am excited to join the 
Country Bank team; having 


Family Owned 


admired the brand for several 
years, I am looking forward to 
help activate the Bank’s found- 
ing partnership of the Worcester 
Red Sox and promoting Country 
Bank’s presence throughout the 
region.” 

In Robert’s previous posi- 
tions, he worked as the develop- 
ment officer at American Inter- 
national College in the Office of 
Institutional Advancement. He 
also worked at MassLive Media, 
where he helped lead the digital 
marketing strategy team to sup- 
port local, regional and national 
clients. His entrepreneurial spirit 
recently led him to open his own 
marketing and community rela- 
tions agency before joining the 
Country Bank team. 


T.J. 


BARK MULC 


18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 
Pine ¢ Spruce e Hemlock e Cedar e Red, Black & Brown 
Playground e Forest Blend e« Topsoil ¢ 


Co)", OF-N 1-241 (cm D) KOCe) -9-WE hss RO) I 


We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


Since 1985 


Roberts earned his bachelor’s 
degree and master’s in_ busi- 
ness administration from AIC 
in marketing and is the found- 
er of Suit Up Springfield. This 
nonprofit organization provides 
professional attire and mentor- 
ship to the young men of Great- 
er Springfield. He also serves as 
the vice president of the board 
for Greater Springfield Habitat 
for Humanity. He has served on 
many nonprofits, including AIC, 
the Wonderfund of Massachu- 
setts, the Young Professionals 
Society of Greater Springfield, 
Rotary Club of Springfield and 
Square One. 

“We are thrilled to welcome 
Justin to the Marketing and 
Community Relations team; his 


Seasoned Firewood [Ei facebook. Wilbraham 


413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 


Parents, 


Grandparents 
& Friends 
SPECIAL 





We are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
sraduate in your community graduation issue. 
Submit a photo and a brief message. 


2x3 Black & White Graduation Ad 
Regular Price-$65-00. 
2020 SPECIAL $45.00 


DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 26th 


MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO: 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to 
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV 





EMAIL YOUR AD TO: 
jwalker@turley.com 





Support 
the local 
businesses 
that support 
your local 
newspaper. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Hampden 
Times 


, 





Courtesy photo 
Justin Roberts 
experience in marketing and dig- 
ital strategies, combined with his 
extensive civic and community 


engagement, makes him a per- 
fect fit for Country Bank,’ said 
Miriam Siegel, first senior vice 
president of human resources. 
“We’re proud of Justin’s efforts 
within the communities we serve 
and look forward to his profound 
passion for community service 
while representing Country 
Bank.” 

Justin is a member of the 
New England Financial Market- 
ing Association and received the 
Game Changer award from the 
Center for Human Development 
for making a positive life-chang- 
ing difference in the community. 
He enjoys golfing and spending 
his free time dabbling in gour- 
met cooking with his family. 


ROBERTS ROOFS 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration © Flat Roofing 
Snow Removal 
Snow/Ice Damage Repair 


Tel. 413-283-4395 


Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 


Trusted Name pies 1982 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 


space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 


HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE ~ 





Congratulations 


vars NN Yp 
oe 


your 
scbnselidatmectes | 
Good luck 

at Springfield 
College. 


Love Dad. Mom & John 








TURLEY PUBLICATIONS ¢ 24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069 ¢ 413.283.8393 
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Falcons complete Fall 2 slate 





iene sinicaameaeis the carry. 


WILBRAHAM - It was a 
tough end to the Fall 2 season, 
but Minnechaug was able to 
play football in all six weeks, 
finishing off the short season 
with a 14-7 defeat against West 
Springfield. West Springfield’s 
defense played a phenomenal 
game, with the Falcons’ only 
touchdown coming late in the 
game on a Joe Garvey recep- 
tion. Jeremy Diehl passed for 
102 yards. Garvey had three 
coaches for 45 yards. Muin- 
nechaug’s running game suf- 
fered, with Isaiah Kozub lead- 
ing with just 22 yards. West 
Springfield scored twice in 
the first quarter, and notched 
a safety in the fourth. Min- 
nechaug football went 3-3. 


Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 
Quarterback Jeremy Diehl sneaks through a hole after keeping the 
ball. 





‘Thomas Murdoch makes a tackle. 





‘Pole’ takes first race in | Spring sports to commence after long wait 


Granite oateee 


FEATURE 
= WINNER: 


wide Tie: eS: moditied 


r Erie 
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Joey “Pole” Polewarczyk Jr. took the win in the first race of the year 


at Stafford Motor Speedway. 


STAFFORD, Conn. — It 
didn’t take long for Joey “Pole” 
Polewarczyk Jr. to figure out 
the half-mile of Stafford Motor 
Speedway on Saturday, April 24. 
The defending Granite State Pro 
Stock Series champion took the 
lead on lap 15 from Eddie Mac- 
Donald and never looked back en 
route to the triumph in the Casa- 
grande Builders 75. 

Pole crossed the line over 


six seconds ahead of hometown 
favorite Cory Casagrande, with 
seven-time Seekonk Speedway 
champion David Darling finish- 
ing third. 

“What an awesome track, 
thanks to Stafford for having the 
Granite State Pro Stock Series,” 
Pole said. ““That’s one of the best 
cars I’ve ever had. It really came 


Please see RACING, page 9 





By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION —- On June 15, 
2019, Katelyn Thompson and 
the Minnechaug Regional High 
School softball team defeated 
Pittsfield High School to win the 
Western Massachusetts Division 
1 championship. 

Since around that time, 
spring sports, baseball, softball, 
lacrosse, tennis, and boys volley- 
ball have not been played. 

The COVID-19 pandemic 
stopped high school sports in 
their track in early March 2020. 
Several delays were made to the 
spring sports season until an un- 
precedented cancellation took 
place when in-person school 
was cancelled for the remainder 
for the 2019-2020 school year. 
It robbed Class of 2020 players 
in all spring sports their final 
curtain call, and their final op- 
portunity to fight for sectional, 
individual, and state success in 
their respective sports. 

Next week, beginning on 
May 5, Granby lacrosse will face 
Monson with the Mustangs host- 
ing the boys and the Rams host- 
ing the girls. That action will be 
among the first spring sports to 
take place in nearly 23 months. 


In June, spring sports will 
participate in sectional tourna- 
ments for the first time since 
March 2020 when the winter 
sports held their tournaments. 
Tournaments were not held for 
the first three seasons of this 
school year. 

The Massachusetts — Inter- 
scholastic Athletic Association 
sponsored a “Fall 2” season that 
wrapped up just last week with 
football action leading the way 
along with some basketball, in- 
door track, and girls volleyball 
among teams that were unable 
to participate in the first two sea- 
sons of the year. Cheerleaders 
also had the opportunity to par- 
ticipate in the Fall 2 season. 

Practices for spring sports 
began earlier this week and it is 
a very quick turnaround to get 
games underway, with several 
starting on Wednesday, May 5. 
This only allows for about seven 
or eight practice sessions before 
that date. 

But because of unpredictable 
weather coming out of the win- 
ter, spring sports are used to a 
condensed schedule, especially 
baseball and softball, which of- 
ten need more ideal weather in 
order to play games as soggy and 
muddy fields can make for more 


dangerous play. 

Sports are scheduled to run 
from May 5 through the middle 
of June. Like the previous sea- 
sons this school year, most of the 
sports will play about 12 games. 
Seasons in the fall and winter 
ran for about 10 to 12 games, but 
spring sports often lend them- 
selves to more games under a 
condensed schedule. Most teams 
are scheduled for 12 games with 
some playing more depending 
individual circumstances. 

The more important part is 
that in addition to a 12-game 
schedule, teams who qualify will 
get the chance to participate in 
tournaments, which will result in 
more games. 

Athletes are still being re- 
quired to wear masks to par- 
ticipate in sports, though it is 
possible restrictions could ease 
as the spring season progresses 
based on the vaccination effort 
and currently dropping case 
numbers. Surrounding states like 
Connecticut and New Hamp- 
shire have also started easing re- 
strictions as well. 

Most schedules for the spring 
have been posted to the MIAA 
website as well as some school 
websites. 
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Monadnock opener 
set for next weekend 


WINCHESTER, N.H. — On Saturday, May 1, Mo- 
nadnock Speedway will be back in action for the 2021 
Season. Although there will be some COVID19 restric- 
tion that will remain in place for capacity and social dis- 
tancing, the speedway has added on 1400 more seats to 
accommodate the restrictions. 

The season opener will be a two-day event this year 
with the Tri Track Modified Series as the headline on 
Saturday (May 1) and Granite State Pro Stock Series on 
(May 2). There will be a practice session held on Friday 
(April 30) from | p.m. to 6 p.m. 

The divisions scheduled on Saturday are 100 Lap Tri 
Track Modified Series, NHSTRA Modifieds, Pro Truck 
Series, Mini Stocks, Pure Stocks, Young Guns and Clas- 
sic Lites. Race time is at 5 p.m. The Sunday line up will 
include 100 Lap Granite State Pro Stock Series, NHS- 
TRA Modifieds, Late Models, Street Stocks, NELCAR 
Legends and Enduros. Race Time 1s at 2 p.m. 

Advanced General Admission Tickets and Reserved 
Camping Sites area available for purchase at www.mo- 
nadnockspeedway.com. Pit Admission tickets will not be 
available in advanced and are available for purchase on 
the day of the event. 

For more information, go to the speedway’s website 
at monadnockspeedway.com or call 603-239-4067. 
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Valley Wheel 
Baseball seeks 
new players 


REGION — The Valley Wheel Over-30 Baseball 
League is looking for new players for the 2021 sea- 
son, which is set to begin at the end of April. Players 
who are 28-years-old prior to June | are eligible to 
play in the league this season, however, only those 30 
by June | are eligible to pitch. The league includes 
six teams and there is a 15-game season that begins 
on Sunday, April 25. Games are 12 Sundays, a spe- 
cial Mother’s Day weekend Saturday game, and two 
weekday night games under the lights. The season 
ends the final week of July with the playoffs for the 
top four teams during the first two weeks of August. 
While tryouts have completed, there are still open 
roster spots among the six teams in the league. The 
league will continue to accept applications for new 
players throughout the season. All players bat and ev- 
ery player spends at least four innings in the field in 
a nine-inning game. The league will be playing with 
some minor modifications due to the COVID-19 pan- 
demic to start. For more information, please contact 
League Commissioner Jim Nason at wheell2@com- 
cast.net. 


Sign up for Quabbin Valley Baseball 


REGION — The Quabbin Valley 
Baseball League is an age 28-and- 
over league which plays its games 
Sundays at 10 a.m. beginning in late 
April and concluding in late August. 
It is a six-team league and a 15-game 
schedule with all teams getting at 
least one playoff game at the end of 
August. 

The league is seeking new play- 
ers to join in the fun. The cost to play 
in 2021 is $192.50 and registration 
can be found at www.quabbinval- 















: 


leybaseball.org. Games are mostly 
being played this year in Easthamp- 
ton and South Hadley. Players who 
wish to pitch in the league must be 
30-years-old. 

Sign-ups will continue to be open 
as the league still has open roster 
spots for new players. Players who 
sign up in the first few weeks of the 
season should be able to be placed 
with a team. 

The league’s first games are 
scheduled for Sunday, April 25. 


send Us Your 
Summer Event 
Information 





Turley Publications 
will print 
your summer 
calendar listings 
FREE OF CHARGE 
In our 
SUMMERFEST 
Supplement which 
publishes early June. 


: 





Deadline for submissions 


is May 4th. 


For the 2021 season, there is a 
mask-wearing rule, as well as mod- 
ifications that prohibit any type of 
spitting or close contact, and players 
are required to take out all trash they 
bring in with them. The league al- 
lows the use of BBCOR-certified -3 
bats as well as wood bats. Games are 
nine innings and all players who par- 
ticipate get to hit and play the field. 
For more information or to contact 
someone from the league, go to the 
league’s website. 









Event Name 
Date/Time 
Location 
Description 

@ 

& 
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e Cost 
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CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO: 
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 


Community 
Summer Ewents 


Event Should Be Non-Profit 
& Open to the Public 


FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 


200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley 





Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper. 
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RACING from page 1 


in during the race. I loved that there were almost no 
cautions, and we were able to run our own pace. It 
feels really good to come down here to Stafford and 
win.” 

While Pole pulled away from a 24-car field, only a 
few cautions slowed the action. Early, it was a caution 
for a stopped Rick Duzlak in turn one, then an accident 
collected both Mike O’Sullivan and Craig Bushey on 
lap 11. From there, the caution flag was never used 
again. Pole drove by McDonald and left the rest of the 
field behind him, with DJ Shaw, Casagrande and Dar- 
ling battling for second over the final 30 laps. 

Casagrande got by Shaw for second on lap 56, with 
Darling on his bumper — then the two battled for the 
runner-up spot for the final 20 laps. Casagrande would 
beat Darling by a small margin at the finish. 

MacDonald finished fourth, while former series 
champion Derek Griffith rallied from an early pit stop 
to round out the top-five. Devin O’Connell was sixth, 
followed by Shaw, Gabe Brown, Derek Gluchacki and 
Angelo Belsito. 

Shaw, Griffith and Casagrande won heat races ear- 
lier in the day, while Shaw also set fast time in time 
trials. 

The Granite State Pro Stock Series returns to the 
track on Sunday, May 2 at Monadnock Speedway. 

For more information on the Granite State Pro 
Stock Series, visit gspss.net and follow the series on 
social media. 


THE FINISH: 13. Mike Scorzelli 

1. Joey Pole 14. Kevin Casper 

2. Cory Casagrande 15. Josh King 

3. David Darling 16. Tyler Tomassi 

4. Eddie MacDonald 17. Alexander Pearl 
5. Derek Griffith 18. Luke Hinkley 

6. Devin O’Connell 19. Casey Call 

7. DJ Shaw 20. Bobby Pelland III 
8. Gabe Brown 21. Adam Gray 

9. Derek Gluchacki 22. Craig Bushey 


23. Mike O’ Sullivan 
24. Rick Duzlak 


10. Angelo Belsito 
11. Mike Mitchell 
12. Bryan Kruzcek 






or email* them to: jamie@turley.com 
*Be sure to indicate “Summer” in the subject line of your email. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 
Can I claim my Social Security now, then 
switch to spouse benefits? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I am 62 and have 
been a homemaker for much of my 
adult life. I have a small Social Se- 
curity account from working years 
ago. My husband is older, has been 
the major wage earner and will 
have a good amount in Social Se- 
curity when he claims. I have been 
told that I should claim my Social 
Security now. It’s a small amount, 
about $475 per month if I claim it 
now, and $550 after I’m age 66, so 
it’s not a life changing difference. 
But if I claim mine now, when my 
husband reaches his full retirement 
age can I switch to claiming spousal 
benefits on his account? I under- 
stand I would no longer get mine, 
but I’m pretty sure my benefit from 
him will be a much larger amount. 
Signed: Inquiring Homemaker 

Dear Inquiring Homemaker: 
The simple answer to your question 
is: yes, if you claim your own small 
benefit now you can later switch to 
a higher spouse benefit from your 
husband when he claims his Social 
Security. But there are always con- 
sequences for claiming Social Se- 
curity benefits early. The maximum 
spousal benefit you can get from 
your husband is 50% of the benefit 
amount he is entitled to at his own 
full retirement age. But you only get 
that full 50% if you delay claiming 
your own Social Security until you 
reach your own FRA. 

That doesn’t mean you can’t 
claim your own reduced benefit ear- 
ly, but it means that when you later 
get your spousal benefit, it will be 
less than 50% of your husband’s 
FRA benefit amount. And here’s 


why: Your spouse benefit, when you 
receive it, will consist of your own 
earned benefit plus a spousal boost 
to bring you to your spousal enti- 
tlement. Your spousal boost will be 
the difference between your FRA 
benefit amount (regardless of when 
you claim) and half of your hus- 
band’s FRA benefit amount, and it 
will be reduced if you haven’t yet 
reached your FRA when your hus- 
band claims. That reduced spousal 
boost will be added to your own 
actual benefit (reduced if you claim 
at 62), which will yield a spouse 
benefit less than 50% of your hus- 
band’s FRA benefit. Said another 
way, when your husband claims at 
his FRA, you'll get a reduced spou- 
sal boost added to your own already 
reduced age 62 Social Security re- 
tirement benefit. I can’t put this into 
dollar terms for you without know- 
ing your husband’s FRA benefit 
amount. 

FYI, if your age 62 benefit 
amount is $475 then your personal 
benefit amount at your FRA should 
be about $670. Essentially, the lon- 
ger you wait to claim your own So- 
cial Security, the more your spousal 
benefit will be because the spousal 
boost will be added to the bene- 
fit you’re already receiving. Your 
spousal benefit reaches maximum 
(which is 50% of your husband’s 
FRA amount) at your FRA but re- 
member that your husband must be 
collecting his Social Security for 
you to claim a spouse benefit. 

So, here’s the bottom line: you 
can claim your own Social Securi- 
ty at age 62, but the benefit amount 
you get will be reduced by 29%. If 
your husband claims at his FRA, 
you will get a spousal boost at that 
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time, but the amount of the spousal 
boost will be reduced because you 
will not have reached your FRA at 
that time. The only way you will 
get the full 50% of your husband’s 
FRA benefit amount is by waiting 
until your own FRA to claim So- 
cial Security. However, since your 
spousal benefit will be the highest 
amount available to you, waiting 
and claiming yours at the same time 
your husband claims his, would also 
be a prudent strategy to lessen the 
“penalty” for claiming your benefits 
early. 

One final caution: Any time So- 
cial Security benefits are claimed 
early (before FRA) there is an 
“earnings test” which limits how 
much can be earned from working 
before Social Security takes back 
some benefits. Please keep this in 
mind if you should decide to go 
back to work at any time before you 
reach your full retirement age. 

This article is intended for in- 
formation purposes only and does 
not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and ac- 
credited by the National Social Se- 
curity Association. NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. 
To submit a question, visit our web- 
site (amacfoundation.org/programs/ 
social-security-advisory) or email 
ssadvisor @ amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Securi- 
ty advisor for AMAC. 








COVID from page 4 


and potentially more deaths. 


Q: Do we expect other variants to 


surface? 


A: Yes, expect more variants to occur 





WE'RE STILL 
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Leadership Pioneer 
Valley accepting 
applications for LEAP 
Class of 2022 


SPRINGFIELD — Leadership Pioneer Valley is now 
accepting applications for enrollment in the LEAP Class 
of 2022, their regional leadership development program. 

This year’s class will be a hybrid or fully in-person de- 
pending on state guidelines next fall. The LEAP Program 
engages the Pioneer Valley’s most promising emerging 
leaders through learning, exploration and connecting. 

Participants are trained in applied leadership skills by 
experts. They also explore critical community issues by 
connecting with local leaders and visiting businesses and 
local towns across the region. The upcoming program 
runs from September through May. 

In its ten years running, more than 300 individuals 
representing more than 100 companies, organizations, 
and municipalities have participated. The program has 
filled a need for a leadership program that builds a net- 
work of emerging leaders to address the challenwges and 
opportunities of the region. Fifty-three percent of alumni 
have a new leadership role at work, 64% have joined a 
new board of directors, and 99% made new meaningful 
connections. 

LPV is seeking applicants from all over the Pioneer 
Valley, including Hampden, Hampshire, and Franklin 
Counties representing different employment sectors. The 
program is made for those in non-profits, businesses, and 
government who are eager to increase their leadership 
skills and take action to better the region. 

Applicants are considered in a competitive applica- 
tion process that prioritizes diversity by employment 
sector, geography, race, gender, and sexual orientation. 
Emerging leaders, mid-career professionals with lead- 
ership potential, and those looking to better the Pioneer 
Valley should consider applying. The deadline for LPV 
Class of 2022 applications is July 2. Applications and 
further information can be found at www.leadershippv. 
org. 
Formed in 2010, Leadership Pioneer Valley works to 
identify, develop, and connect diverse leaders to strength- 
en the region. 





LUBE - OIL - FILTER 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 
oil filter, 21 point check, top off all fluids. 
Up to 5 quarts of oil. 


G) & Excludes 
diesel & 


synthetic 












OPEN! 
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Auta Repair 





Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Supersedes all other coupons 
Expires 4/30/21 T 





Q: Will the currently available vac- 
cines protect against the variants? 

A: Based on the most recent evidence, 
the currently available COVID-19 vac- 
cines can still broadly protect you, albeit 
at differing level of efficacy, from the cir- 
culating variants, B.1.1.7 (UK), B.1.351 
(South Africa), the P.1 (Brazil) and the 
two variants — New York and California. 
The B.1.351 (South Africa) variant more 
significantly impacts efficacy of the avail- 
able vaccines. B.1.526 (New York) strain 
appears to have a similar effect but much 
less so. Recent reports also suggest that 
these variants may evade the immunity 
from natural infection or escape the an- 
tibodies from previous infections. Simi- 
larly, this can impact the efficacy of the 
COVID-19 monoclonal antibodies autho- 
rized to treat COVID-19. This is closely 
being investigated and hopefully, more 
information will be available in the near 
future. 


Q: What is not known 
about the variants? 

A: We still do not have 
a complete picture of how 
widespread these variants 
are in the United States 
and around the world. The 
CDC is now closely mon- 
itoring this as it has huge 
implications epidemiologi- 
cally. As mentioned above, 
these can affect future de- 
cisions and interventions in 
order to curb the pandemic. 
For example, vaccine de- 
signs and booster shots are 
already being discussed in 
order to get ahead of the 
circulating variants. 


ao |> | 


in the future unless we stop the circulation 
of the virus in the community. As men- 
tioned above, if there is less viral replica- 
tion, there is less chance for viral muta- 
tions, hence variants, to occur. 


Q: Will the new variants prolong 
the pandemic? 

A: The new and emerging variants can 
potentially prolong the pandemic because 
of their ability to be more easily transmit- 
ted. This will also depend on other factors 
such as compliance of the communities 
to public infection control measures, our 
ability to detect these variants, the vacci- 
nation rates in the community affecting 
the chance of achieving herd immunity 
sooner than later, the risk of reinfection, 
and availability of effective treatments on 
the new variants. 


For more information on Baystate 
Health, visit baystatehealth.org. 











$10 OFF 


any service over $150 


$20 OFF } 










any service over $250 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 4/30/21 T 


EXHAUST SPECIAL 


10” OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 





Expires 4/30/21 T 


WHEEL 
ALIGNMENT CHECK ! 


$G9°° 


INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 

Expires 4/30/21 T 


—|— —— a 


(Up to $50/Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 
e FREE Towing during working hours 


: ” (to Jackson’s for repair within 15 mile radius) 
‘ed ¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles ¢ Snow Tire Changeover 
nee ee - 
ur Newes 
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“ye eesache ss goed Sree Srey ep 


WA SFECTION STATION AC oee 





Auto 
Sales & Service 


5 Star Authorized 

Registered State 

Emissions Repair 
Facility #RPOO8269 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
413-289-1016 « 800-662-1016 


TEMPORARY HOURS: MON-FRI 8-4 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


ECONOMY SHEDS 25 year roofing, 
6’ double doors. 10’x12’ Shed Final 
Price $3655.00. 10’x16” Shed Final 
Price $4125.00. Built on Property. Tim 
(413) 563-2229 


ESTATE SALE 


ESTATE SALE 29 Griffin Street, 
Bondsville; Preview Friday April 30. 
Sale: May 1+2 9-5. No fine antiques. 
Good stuff. Make $$ at Brimfield call 
Gerry (413)813-5695 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


TAG SALE 


MULTI FAMILY YARD SALE 
glassware, household items, new dog 
clippers, novels, shelf and storage 
containers. 76 Raymond Drive, 
Hampden - 9-3. 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary@gdcomics.com 


BUY 
LOCALLY 


Suppont oun co 


“Gi 


WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 










A B Hauling and 
Removal Service 


2***kxexx*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


Asphalt Driveway patch & repair 
washed out pot holes. Small Jobs. Tim 
(413)563-2229 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. BOBCAT 
WORK. Family owned/ operated since 
1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 





DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


eo7-W Ee lela ys 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


(1 MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 
Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





a Phone: 
States Zip: 
X per week rate = $ 
LIVISA Discover LI Cash lL) Check# 
Exp. Date CVV 
Date: 


Amount of charge: 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON ! 
Village Hills Ve 








sae 


Bole 
a 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 


: $ 
Addathird ZONE $5.00 
Subtotal — = 


Xx Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed —__ 


pale 
‘a, 
BROOKFIELD / ™ 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


EASTHAMPTON 














NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 










‘ELD 


BROOKF 


Z a 


Suburban 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 


SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 


Add asecond ZONE __ $10.00 





~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


B&D GENERAL SERVICES 
Carpentry, windows, doors, roofs, 
gutters, floors, quality painting. In- 
sured. References. Free Estimates. 
MA HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 
413-455-5458 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


WINDOW & DOOR _INSTAL- 
LATION SPECIALIST. New & 
Replacement. Call for you free esti- 
mate today. B&D General Services 
HIC#1755887 (413) 455-5458 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


J.S. RAGONA LANDSCAPING 
Services: mowing- mulching- planting 
small shrub & tree trimming/ removal 
brush hauling- Spring/ Fall clean-ups. 
(413)786-6184 


S&S LANDSCAPING LLC 
Residential and Commercial 
Yard clean-ups, lawn mowing, lawn 
repair and seeding, mulch, stone, 
hedge trimming, planting 
Free estimates, Fully insured 
You'll like us mower 
(413) 374-4091 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 
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MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER does 
sheds, garages and ranches, not fast, 
but does good work (413)786-7924. 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 





TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


TUNE-UPS 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 








STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinda- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


CASH FOR 


AND REPAIRABLE 


CARS 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. 
Ages 4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales 
and Leasing also available. Conve- 
nient location at Orion Farm in South 
Hadley. (413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


ASSISTANT HAIRSYLIST with 
hairstyle license. Will train. Busy salon. 
Do not need ciientale. Tuesday-Satur- 
day. Information call 413-786-6988 


SHORT ORDER COOK. Breakfast 
and Lunch. Full or Part Time. Local 
Area. John (413)537-2455 


PAINTER PART TO FULL TIME. 
No fear of heights. Must have vehicle 
and valid drivers license. Will train 
right person if not experienced. Steve 
(413) 477-8217 


RATHBONE PRECISION MET- 
ALS, INC. Manufacturer of metal 
shapes has a full-time opportunity for 
a Manufacturing Tool Designer. Re- 
sponsibilities include design and draft 
of cold forming tools using CAD soft- 
ware and producing tool paths for wire 
EDM machines using CAM software 
while assisting/supporting manufac- 
turing processes. Candidates should 
demonstrate a good work ethic, be de- 
pendable, have good judgment and be 
a team player. Candidates must have 
an Associate’s degree in Engineering 
with proficient reading, writing, and 
math skills, excellent communication 
skills and be able to pay close atten- 
tion to detail. Based on experience we 
offer competitive compensation and a 
comprehensive benefits package. Visit 
www.rathboneprofiles.com for employ- 
ment applications and submit online, 
via email to linda.dias@rathbone- 
profiles.com or mail to 1241 Park 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069. Rath- 
bone is proud to be an equal oppor- 
tunity workplace and is an affirmative 
action employer. 


THE HAMPDEN POLICE DE- 
PARTMENT is now accepting appli- 
cations for an open police officer posi- 
tion. The deadline to apply is May 14, 
2021. Please visit www.hampden- 
police.com for more information. 


PERSONAL DRIVER/ ASSISTANT NEEDED. 
We are looking for a dynamic individual for the role of 
Driver/Personal Assistant. This is a unique position 
that requires exceptional interpersonal skills and respect 
for personal boundaries. The ideal candidate must be 


willing to accommodate a high degree of flexibility in 
their work schedule and be available on short notice. 
Compensation will be commensurate with experience 
and include a competitive salary and extended benefits 
package. Contact ( Markstowing024@gmail.com ) 


for more details. 


VFW, Elks selling meatloaf dinner to-go 


LUDLOW — The Set. Joshua D. Des- 
forges VFW Post 3236 and Ludlow Lodge 
of Elks 2448 will host a meatloaf dinner 
fundraiser in support of the town’s veterans 
programs. 

Dinners will be available for pick-up on 
Monday, May 17, from 5 to 7 p.m., at the 
Elks Lodge, 69 Chapin Street, Ludlow. This 
event will be a pick-up/drive-up only, but 
some housebound residents can request in 
advance for home delivery of their orders. 

The dinner includes: Meatloaf, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, a vegetable, and salad. The 
price per person is $10 and a “family of four 
meal” is $25. All proceeds will benefit the 
VFW and Elks veterans programs. 

“This past year it has been very hard 


for our organizations to hold events that 
help us to support our community programs 
throughout the year,” says Rick Askew, post 
commander. “We hope the community can 
order and enjoy a meal, at a reasonable 
price, on a night when most restaurants are 
closed, all while supporting our veterans 
and their families.” 

For tickets/reservations call 413-893- 
8800 or email post3236@vfwma.org. The 
deadline for tickets is May 14. Monetary 
donations can also be made in support of lo- 
cal veterans programs. They can be mailed 
to: VFW Post 3236, 488 Chapin Street, Lud- 
low, MA 01056. Please make checks pay- 
able to: VFW Post 3236. 





Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21C0065CA 
In the matter of: 
Addison Rose Turowsky 
CITATION ON PETITION 
TO CHANGE NAME 
A Petition to Change 





Page 15 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





THE TOWN OF LUDLOW is ac- 
cepting applications for temporary, 
seasonal, maintenance _ positions 
in the Dept. of Public Works. Hours 
may vary week to week. The rate of 
pay is $13.50 per hour. Applications 
are available on line at our website 
or at our walk-up window at 198 
Sportsman’s Road, Ludlow from 
9:00a.m. to 4:00p.m.. Applications will 
be accepted until May 12, 2021 


TRUCK DRIVER FT - Class A CDL 
- Bulk Tank - Tri Axle - Dump Trailer - 
Experience Required. RB Enterpris- 
es, Ludlow (413) 583-8393 


WAS BROTHERS CONSTRUC- 
TION Is now taking applications for 
the following positions: Skilled Labor- 
er - Underground utility construction. 
Truck Driver/Laborer - required to 
perform both. Must be able to pass a 
background check, DOT physical and 
drug/alcohol testing. Applications ac- 
cepted between 9:00am-2:00pm M-F 
@ 2378 Boston Road, Wilbra- 
ham, MA. Paid major holidays, vaca- 
tion, medical insurance after 90 days 
and SIMPLE IRA offered. 


REAL ESTATE 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@aol. 
com for more information. 


WANTED TO 
RENT 


WANTED 2 OR 3 BEDROOM 
APARTMENT By two quiet adults. 
washer and dryer hookups in apt. ex- 
cellent references, Ludlow or nearby 
call Mrs. G at (413)583-4746 after 
10 am 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


WWW.newspapers.turley.com 





CONDOS FOR 
SALE 


GARDEN STYLE CONDO FOR 
SALE in Doverbrook Estates, Chicop- 
ee. 2 beds, 1 bath, large livingroom, 
patio, $174,900. See forsalebyowner. 
com or call Mike at 413-348-0417 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


FOR RENT 


ey) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


PUBLIC NOTICE & 


Name of Minor has been 
filed by Addison Rose 
Turowsky of Wilbraham, 
MA requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing their 
name to: 
Addison Rose Janas 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting to 
the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Hampden 
Probate and Family Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on the 


return day of 05/06/2021. 
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear- 
ance if you object to this pro- 
ceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: April 15, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
04/29/2021 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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Law Offices of Mark E. Salomone awarding $3,000 in scholarship prizes 


Three prizes will be 
awarded to students 
based on essays about 
distracted driving 


The Law Offices of Mark E. 
Salomone in Massachusetts 1s 
proud to sponsor a nationwide 
essay contest focusing on inno- 
vative ways to prevent distracted 
driving. The three essay win- 
ners will receive $3,000 worth 
of scholarship prizes for educa- 
tion-related expenses. 





Experience You Can 


Always Count On 
e Property Maintenance 

e Fertilizer Programs 

e Organic Tick and Mosquito Control 
e Edging ¢ Core Aeration 

e Loam and Seed ¢ Mulches 

e Power Seeding 

e PH Remedy e Drainage 


2 S AA 3 = S 
For a FREE Estimate CALL: 
413-531-1216 


www.keithishamlandscaping.com 


= 
ROCKY MOUNTAin 
(Bwoor go. 


EST. 1980 


e NATURAL & COLOR ENHANCED 
BARK MULCHES 

e SCREENED TOP SOIL 

e PLAYGROUND WOOD CHIPS 

e COMPOST 





| € J ike" us on 
facebook 





e Walls, Walkways, Patios 

e Landscape Design and Installation 
e Irrigation Installation and Repairs 

e Fall Blowouts 

e Paddock Repair and Maintenance 

e Equestrian Field Seeding 


2666 Boston Rd., Wilbraham 


413-596-2348 


WWW.rockymountainwood.com 


DEBARKED 
FIREWOOD 


Native Hardwoods 


LESS BARK - LESS MESS 


—_____~——- Mon. - Fri. 7am - 4pm 
¢ CLEAN FILL “= @° Sat. 7am-1pm Seasonal 


RRY KNOLL GARD 


OPENING SOON! 
YM g Herbs, 5” Accent Plants 
2 BEAUTIFUL MOTHER'S DAY HANGERS 
Full Line of Vegetable & Flowers 
Bedding Plants 
Keep An Eye Out For 
Our Fresh Picked Daily Produce 


276 Fuller St., Ludlow ess: 


The essay contest is open to 
current or admitted undergradu- 
ates (including graduating high 
school seniors) and law school 
students who will be attending 
accredited colleges or universi- 
ties in the United States in fall 
2021. Proof of enrollment will 
be required to receive the award. 
Essays must be between 500 and 
1,000 words long. The essays 
will focus on how to prevent 
distracted driving and promote 
safe driving habits among young 
drivers. 

Distracted driving — espe- 









Cut & Split 


ENS 


ax 
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cially sending or reading a text 
— poses a threat not just to the 
driver, but to their passengers, 
people in other cars, and pedes- 
trians. According to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Admin- 
istration, from 2014-2018 more 
than 15,000 people were killed 
in crashes involving a distracted 
driver, and teens ages 15-19 have 
the largest percentage of fatal 
crashes due to distracted driving. 

The winning essay will be 
awarded $1,500. The second 
prize winner receives a $1,000 
prize. Third place receives a 


ser Growing! 


e 1000’s of Perennials, 


Annuals, Trees & Shrubs 


e Vegetable Plants & Herbs 
e Unique Garden Statuary, 


Fountains & Bird Baths 


e Earth Friendly Products 


Full-Service Florist & Gift Shop 
Professional Landscape Design & 
Installation 413-783-5883 Ext. 111 


RAVES JES JES IES IES IES FES JES [ES 


'y fA 


Sixteen Acres 


GARDEN CENTER 
www.16acresgardencenter.com 


sRStoo MT le)eslarsliem acer: (ems) Ola lareniledie| 
OPEN DAILY 8AM-5PM e 413-783-5883 


Cub Cadel. 
BUY HERE, | 
SERVICE HERE. | c= 


o ) | Sales & Service of 
-\ | Major Power Products 
for Over 52 Years. 


Power Equipment Co. 
Ae 104 Shaker Road, East Longmeadow 


525-3752 * www.acresequipment.com 


P 


$500 prize. Only one essay can 
be submitted per student. Essays 
must be original content. 

The application deadline is 
May 31. Winners will be an- 
nounced on July 31. Applicants 
can view the rules of the contest 
and apply online at the following 
web page for the Law Offices of 
Mark E. Salomone: www.mark- 
salomone.com/scholarship 

Each submission must in- 
clude: 

e An essay as a Microsoft 
Word document (.doc or .docx 
format) 
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CRYSTAL GARDENS 


U N LI MIT iC OCD Farm & NURSERY 
FINE GARDEN BOUTIQUE SPECIALIZING IN... 


Hardy & Unusual Plants ~ Edibles & Organics ~ Seasonal & Specialty Decor 
CUSTOM ORDERS ~ PICK UP & LOCAL DELIVERY ONLY ~ UNLIMITED VIP SERVICES 
www.CRYSTALGARDENSUNLIMITED.com ~ TEexTINFO/DESIRES TO 413.248.6742 





“MULCH —n— MORE - 
a 2470 Boston Rd., Wilbraham 
egy Pick Up 


Perennial 
sal 


10 $4.0 
QT. SIZE 
280 ELM STREET, EAST LONGMEADOW 
ALAA Gievarlalel@rixeraiteeysnl 


¢ A digital photo of applicant 
(in .jpg or .png format) 

e A school transcript or proof 
of enrollment 

e Applicant’s name, address 
and phone number 

¢ School name and address 

e A short, two to three sen- 
tence bio 

e A waiver form with a parent 
or guardian’s signature for appli- 
cants under 18-years-old 
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OPEN: 
MON.-FRI. 9-6 
(open ‘til 7pm starting May 1) 
SAT. 8-6 


$5 OFF 


a $30 purchase 
*Cannot be combined with any other 
offer - not on previous purchases. 
Expiration June 30, 2021 


= 


2 O65 Everything 
Ses You Need 
~ For Your 
Spring Planting 
Needs! 


631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 


OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM-8PM 


